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Lawyers’ Perceptions Regarding Principles and
Communication Skills of the Facilitative Mediation

Avya Yamaguchi”

Abstract

This article explores lawyers’ perceptions regarding the facilitative mediation principles
and skills. Lawyers have recently paid attention to mediation with the development of the
Alternative Dispute Resolution movement in Japan. However, previous studies have argued that
it is difficult for lawyers to understand the facilitative mediation principles and acquire related
skills because they are totally different from lawyers’ traditional principles and skills. Twelve
lawyers were interviewed about their perceptions of this issue. The result of these interviews
revealed that although lawyers do feel some difficulties in understanding the facilitative
mediation principles and acquiring mediation skills, they are willing to utilize skills in dispute
resolution. The results presented in this research will contribute to the development of training
programs for lawyers and law students and also facilitate discussions about the social role of

lawyers.

*The Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, the University of Tokyo
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